
 

 

 
 
 

LAUREN MCNEESE 
MEZZO SOPRANO 

 
Mezzo soprano Lauren McNeese’s colorful, resonant voice 

and beautiful stage presence are quickly establishing her as 

a sought out artist in the leading lyric Mezzo-soprano 

repertoire. Opera News wrote of her portrayal of Dorabella 

at Lyric Opera of Chicago “she has one of those distinctive 

timbres recognizable six miles away in the dark… with a 

sparkling quality” This season Lauren McNeese will make 

her role debut as Hansel in Hansel and Gretel with 

Intermountain Opera followed by her return to Michigan 

Opera Theater as Cherubino in Le nozze di Figaro. In 2012 

she will make her debut with Dallas Opera and her return to 

San Francisco Opera and Ravinia Festival as the Zweite 

Dame in Mozart’s Die Zauberflöte; will also make her role 

debut as Giovanna Seymour in Donizetti's Anna Bolena 

with Minnesota Opera.  

 

Most recently Ms. McNeese was seen at the San Francisco 

Opera as Wellgunde and Rossweisse in the critically 

acclaimed production of Der Ring des Nibelungen directed 

by Francesca Zambello and conducted by Donald 

Runnicles. During the fall of 2010 Ms. McNeese made her 

debut with the Los Angeles Philharmonic as the mezzo 

soloist in the dramatic symphony Roméo et Juliette by 

Hector Berlioz conducted by Charles Dutroit. In the 2009-

2010 season she appeared with the Ravinia Festival as Cherubino in Le nozze di Figaro, made her Pittsburgh Symphony debut 

as the mezzo soloist in Mozart’s Requiem under the baton of Manfred Honeck and appeared with the Los Angeles Opera as 

Wellgunde in Der Ring des Nibelungen conducted by James Conlon.   
 

A graduate of the Patrick G. and Shirley Ryan Opera Center, Ms. McNeese has been seen on the Lyric Opera stage as 

Dorabella in Cosi fan tutte conducted by Sir Andrew Davis, Cherubino in Le nozze di Figaro, Siebel in Faust, Wellgunde and 

Rossweisse in Der Ring des Nibelungen, Zweite Dame in Die Zauberflöte, Lapak the dog in The Cunning Little Vixen, Edith 

in The Pirates of Penzance, Flora in La Traviata and Myrtale in Thaïs.  She has also appeared with the LA Opera as Zerlina in 

Don Giovanni, Wellgunde in Das Rheingold, Karolka in Jenufa, La Ciesca in Gianni Schicchi directed by Woody Allen, 

Tebaldo in Don Carlos and Javotte in Manon conducted by Placido Domingo.    

 

Other recent engagements have included her debuts with the San Francisco Opera as Wellgunde in Das Rheingold 

conducted by Donald Runnicles, Arizona Opera as Dorabella in Cosi fan tutte, Opera Company of Philadelphia as 

L’enfant in L’enfant et les sortilèges and La Ciesca in Gianni Schicchi, Michigan Opera as Stéphano in Roméo et 

Juliette, and PortOpera as Rosina in Il Barbiere di Siviglia and Stéphano in Roméo et Juliette.  She has appeared with 

the Minnesota Opera as Donna Elvira in Don Giovanni, Cherubino in Le nozze di Figaro and Bellino/Teresa in 

Casanova’s Homecoming by Dominick Argento, the Wolf Trap Opera as Isolier in Le Comte Ory where she was 

awarded a Shouse Education Career Grant and with the Festival dei Due Mondi in Spoleto Italy as La Ciesca in the 

reprisal of the critically acclaimed LA Opera production of Gianni Schicchi.  In concert Ms. McNeese has appeared with 

the Toronto Symphony as the mezzo soloist in Mozart’s C Minor Mass conducted by Helmuth Rilling and the 

Cincinnati May Festival as the mezzo soloist in Mozart’s Requiem conducted by James Conlon. 
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Critical Acclaim 
 

Michigan Opera Theater ς Nozze di Figaro 
ά!ǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƳƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƻǳǘ-of-control young page Cherubino, mezzo-soprano Lauren McNeese ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘƘƭŜǘƛŎ /ƘŜǊǳōƛƴƻΦ aŎbŜŜǎŜ ǇƭǳƴƎŜǎ ƘŜŀŘƭƻƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΩǎ ŀƴǘƛŎǎ ŀǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘƭŜǎǎ 
ƛŘƻƭŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŘŜƴƛƴƎ ƴŜƳŜǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘΦ {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ /ƘŜǊǳōƛƴƻΩǎ Ŏhances to shine 
ǾƻŎŀƭƭȅΦέ  Detroit News 
 

Los Angeles Opera ς Don Giovanni 

"Lauren McNeese and James Creswell cutely represent the economic underclass 
who are beneath the notice but not the exploitation of the arrogant sexual  
braggart. McNeese joins Schrott  splendidly in the familiar La ci darem la mano" 

               Reuters 

 
PORTopera ς Il barbiere di Siviglia 
" Lauren Mcneese sounded and looked both bright and easy in the role of Rosina. 
She showed unexaggerated grace as a comedian and held her own in the lesson 
scene alongside Robertson's brilliant antics at the harpsichord, where, in spite of 
elaborate stage moves, he mimed the accompaniment without missing a beat" 

               Opera News 

 
"Mezzo soprano Lauren Mcneese as Rosina makes one wish Rossini had written 
ƳƻǊŜ  ŀǊƛŀǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊέ 
  Portland Press 

 
PORTOpera ς Romèo et Juliette 
"Appearing as the "trouser" role of Stephano, singer Lauren McNeese did a 

remarkable job as well.  She managed to bring into her song (A Dove in a House of Vultures) a great soaring capacity along 
with the vive and vigor of a young boy." 
 The Monitor  

 
Lyric Opera of Chicago ς Cosi fan tutte 
ά[ŀǳǊŜƴ aŎbŜŜǎŜΣ [ȅǊƛŎϥǎ 5ƻǊŀōŜƭƭŀΣ ǿŀǎ ŦŜǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ ōƻŘƛŎŜΣ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǎƛǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀǊŎelled hair. The mezzo has 
one of those distinctive timbres recognizable six miles away in the dark, with a sparkling quality intriguingly laced with a hint 
ƻŦ ƭŜƳƻƴ ƧǳƛŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ Ψ: ŀƳƻǊŜ ǳƴ ƭŀŘǊƻƴŎŜƭƭƻΩ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǊŜǎƻƴŀƴǘ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ladies' vocal blend was 
silk-ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘΦέ 

 Opera News  
 

ά[ȅǊƛŎϥǎ ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳƴƛŦƛŜŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ƻǊ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ Ψ/ƻǎƛΦΩ   ¢ǿƻ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƎƭƛǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƧŜǿŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀǊ 
alumnae of the former Lyric Opera Center: soprano Erin Wall as Fiordiligi and mezzo Lauren McNeese as Dorabella.  Not only 
ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ōƭŜƴŘŜŘ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǳŜǘǎΦέ 

Chicago Tribune  
 
 
Minnesota Opera ς Le nozze di Figaro 
ά!ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΣ [ŀǳǊŜƴ aŎbŜŜǎŜ ƛǎ ŎƘŀǊƳƛƴƎƭȅ ŘŀŦǘ ŀǎ /ƘŜǊǳōƛƴƻΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜȄŜŘ ǇŀƎŜΦέ 

Post Bulletin   

http://www.ada-artists.com/artist-roster/lauren-mcneese


 

 

 
άΧhƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭǳǎ ǎƛŘŜ ǿŀǎ [ŀǳǊŜƴ aŎbŜŜǎŜΩǎ /ƘŜǊǳōƛƴƻΦ  IŜǊ ǿŀǊƳ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ  ǇƛȄȅƛǎƘ ǇŜǊŦƻrmance were utterly enchanting. 
aǳŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǘŜƴƻǊ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎŀǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƘƛƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ 
endearing as the oversexed teenager. And since even Beaumarchais instructed the role to be played by a young girl, this 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀƭ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦέ 

The Morning After  
 
 
 
άΧ!ƴŘ [ŀǳǊŜƴ aŎbŜŜǎŜ ŘƛŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƴǘǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ /ƘŜǊǳōƛƴƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜǎǘǊǳŎƪ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŀŎǘǎ ŀǎ 
a catalyst for many of the opera's funniest scenes. McNeese delightfully captured a boy in a perpetual swoon over women, 
ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ŘƛǎƎǳƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜΦέ 

Twin Cities.com  
 
Lyric Opera of Chicago - Faust 
ά¢ƘŜ {ƛŜōŜƭ ƻŦ [ŀǳǊŜƴ aŎbŜŜǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ-exuberantly characterized, with an aptly bright shimmer at the top of the 
range, like ǊƛǇǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŀǘŜǊΦέ 

Opera News 
 
ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƳŜȊȊƻ-soprano Lauren McNeese is marvelous in the trouser role of Siebel, with a particularly sympathetic Flower 
{ƻƴƎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ aŎbŜŜǎŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǊƻƭŜΦέ 

Chicago Daily Herald 
 

 
Lyric Opera of Chicago ς Le nozze di Figaro 
άIn her stead (Angelika Kirchschlager), Lauren McNeese proved winning, giving 
a performance of impressive technical accomplishment and a charmingly 
ōƻȅƛǎƘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōƻƻǘΦέ 

Opera News 
 
 
άaŜȊȊƻ-soprano Lauren McNeese made the most of a major break that landed 
ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ /ƘŜǊǳōƛƴƻΦ  {ƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŦǊŜǎƘΧ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ /ƘŜǊǳōƛƴƻ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
charming youth, punch-drunk on love and all but dissolving into a vaporous 
ƘŜŀǇ ŀǘ {ǳǎŀƴƴŀΩǎ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘŜǎǎΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΦέ 

Chicago Sun Times 
 
Lyric Opera of Chicago ς LOCAA Rising Stars Concert 
ά¢ƘŜ ŎǊŜŀƳȅ-toned McNeese sustained the driving line so essential to Strauss 
in  
Sein wir wieder gut from Ariadne auf Naxos. (If Covent Garden still needs a 
svelte Straussian, ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƴƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΦύέ 

Chicago Sun Times 
 
Palm Beach Opera Competition ς Finalist concert 
άaŜȊȊƻ-soprano Lauren McNeese cheerfully sang Una voce poco fa from  
DƛƻŀŎƘƛƴƻ wƻǎǎƛƴƛΩǎ Barber of Seville ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ȊŜǎǘȅΣ Ŏƻȅ ŎƘŀǊƳΦέ            

Palm Beach Daily News 
 
Lyric Opera of Chicago - Stars of Lyric at Grant Park 
άaŜȊȊƻ-ǎƻǇǊŀƴƻ [ŀǳǊŜƴ aŎbŜŜǎŜΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ aŜȅŜǊōŜŜǊΩǎ ŀǊƛŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !Ŏǘ hƴŜΣ /ŀǾŀǘƛƴŀΥ Nobles Seigneurs Salut! from 
Les Huguenots revealed a voice of great quality which she utilized with excellent phrasing and with an unhackneyed 
ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ǳǊƎŜƴŎȅΦέ  

Chicago Daily Defender 
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Opera 
Giovanna Seymour 
Dorabella 
2nd Lady 
2nd Lady 
2nd Lady 
Hansel 
Cherubino 
Wellgunde/Rossweisse 
Wellgunde 
Wellgunde 
Cherubino 
Bellino 
Dorabella 
La Ciesca 
[Ω ŜƴŦŀƴǘ 
La Ciesca 
Wellgunde 
La Ciesca 
Stephano 
Die Zweite Magd 
Wellgunde 
Zerlina 
Rosina 
Stephano 
Cherubino 
Dorabella 
Javotte 
Tebaldo 
Isolier 
Donna Elvira 
Angelina (cover)  
Wellgunde/ Rossweisse 

Anna Bolena 
Cosi fan tutte 
Die Zauberflöte 
Die Zauberflöte 
Die Zauberflöte 
Hansel and Gretel 
Le nozze di Figaro 
Ring Cycle 
Das Rheingold 
Gotterdammerung 
Le nozze di Figaro 
/ŀǎŀƴƻǾŀΩǎ IƻƳŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
Cosi fan tutte 
Gianni Schicchi 
[Ω ŜƴŦŀƴǘ Ŝǘ ƭŜǎ {ƻǊǘƛƭŜƎŜǎ 
Gianni Schicchi 
Das Rheingold 
Gianni Schicchi 
Romeo et Juliette 
Der Zerbrochene Krug 
Das Rheingold 
Don Giovanni 
Il barbiere di Siviglia 
Romeo et Juliette 
Le nozze di Figaro 
Cosi fan tutte 
Manon 
Don Carlo 
Le Comte Ory 
Don Giovanni 
La cenerentola 
Ring Cycle 

Minnesota Opera 
Intermountain Opera 
Dallas Opera 
San Francisco Opera 
Ravinia Festival 
Intermountain Opera 
Michigan Opera Theater 
San Francisco Opera 
Los Angeles Opera 
Los Angeles Opera 
Ravinia Festival 
Minnesota Opera 
Arizona Opera 
Festival Dei due Mondi 
Opera Co. of Philadelphia 
Opera Co. of Philadelphia 
Los Angeles Opera 
Los Angeles Opera 
PORTOpera 
Los Angeles Opera 
San Francisco Opera 
Los Angeles Opera 
PORTOpera 
Michigan Opera Theater 
Minnesota Opera 
Lyric Opera of Chicago 
Los Angeles Opera 
Los Angeles Opera 
Wolf Trap Opera 
Minnesota Opera 
Lyric Opera of Chicago 
Lyric Opera of Chicago 

2012 
2012 
2012 
2012 
2012 
2011 
2011 
2011 
2010 
2010 
2010 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2008 
2008 
2008 
2008 
2007 
2007 
2007 
2007 
2007 
2006 
2006 
2006 
2006 
2005 

2004/05 
Lapak the Dog The Cunning Little Vixen Lyric Opera of Chicago 2004 
Siébel 
Cherubino 

Faust 
Le Nozze di Figaro 

Lyric Opera of Chicago 
Lyric Opera of Chicago 

2003 
2003 

Myrtale Thais Lyric Opera of Chicago 2002 

Concert Performances 

Golden Gala 50th Anniversary 
Roméo et Juliette (Berlioz) 
Messiah (Handel) 
Requiem (Mozart) 
Requiem (Mozart) 
Gala Concert 

Palm Beach Opera 
Los Angeles Philharmonic 
Apollo  Chorus of Chicago 
Pittsburgh Symphony 
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra 
Tulsa Opera 

2012 
2010 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 



 

 

C Minor Mass 
Lyric Opera 50

th
 Anniversary Gala 

Stars of Lyric at Grant Park 

Toronto Symphony 
Lyric Opera of Chicago  
Lyric Opera of Chicago 

2006         
2005          
2003 

bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ Dŀƭŀ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘ Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra  2001 
aƛŘǎǳƳƳŜǊ bƛƎƘǘΩǎ 5ǊŜŀƳ  (Mendelssohn) Chicago Symphony Orchestra-Ravinia 2001 
Liebeslieder Walzer (Brahms) Ravinia Festival 2001 
Songfest (Bernstein) Chicago Sinfonietta 2001 

 


