
 

 

 
 

 
KATRINA THURMAN 

SOPRANO 
 

Praised for her “silvery, floating soprano” and “vocally brilliant 
European debut” soprano Katrina Thurman is one of the most 
promising talents of her generation, captivating audiences and 
critics alike with her distinctively beautiful voice, powerful stage 
presence, sensitive artistry, and physical beauty. 

 
Last season's engagements for Ms. Thurman included a return 
to The Opera Show with the Kilworth House Theater in the UK, 
Yum-Yum in The Mikado ǿƛǘƘ {ȅǊŀŎǳǎŜ hǇŜǊŀΣ .ŀǊōŜǊΩǎ 
Knoxville: Summer of 1915 with the Danbury Symphony, Adina 
in L’elisir d’amore with Lyrique en Mer, and joining American 
Opera Projects for an evening of modern art song. In the 2009-

нлмл ǎŜŀǎƻƴ aǎΦ ¢ƘǳǊƳŀƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ [ƻǳƛǎ YŀǊŎƘƛƴΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀ Romulus on the Naxos label, performed Belinda in Dido & 
Aeneas ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƘŜ ¸ŀǊŘ ƛƴ aŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ ±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘΣ !Řƛƴŀ ƛƴ L’Elisir d’Amore with Sacramento Opera, Liz in the New York City 
ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǎǘŀƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƻƴǊŀŘ /ǳƳƳƛƴƎǎΩ ƴŜǿ ƻǇŜǊŀ The Golden Gate, and principal soloist in the European premiere of 
The Opera Show, which toured Spain and Italy. Upcoming engagements for the 2011-2012 season include Hanna 
Glawari in The Merry Widow with Shreveport Opera, Gilda in Rigoletto with Sacramento Opera, Maria in The Sound of 
Music with Anchorage Opera, and the cover of Eurydice in Telemann's Orpheus with New York City Opera. 
 

During the 2008-2009 season, Ms. Thurman debuted with Lyric Opera of Kansas City as Musetta in La Bohème, Florida 
Grand Opera as Ellen in Lakmé and Barbarina in Le Nozze di FigaroΣ ŀƴŘ {ȅǊŀŎǳǎŜ hǇŜǊŀ ŀǎ !Ƴȅ ƛƴ aŀǊƪ !ŘŀƳƻΩǎ Little 
Women. In the 2007-2008 season, Ms. Thurman debuted at Tulsa Opera as Erste Dame in Die Zauberflöte and 
returned to Glimmerglass OpŜǊŀ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ .ƛŀƴŎŀκ[ƻƛǎ [ŀƴŜ ƛƴ /ƻƭŜ tƻǊǘŜǊΩǎ Kiss Me, Kate and to perform as 
ŀ ǎƻƭƻƛǎǘ ƛƴ ά²Ŝ hǇŜƴ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎΣέ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ Ǉƛŀƴƛǎǘ {ǘŜǾŜƴ .ƭƛŜǊ ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлth anniversary of both 
DƭƛƳƳŜǊƎƭŀǎǎ hǇŜǊŀΩǎ ŀŎŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ¸ƻǳƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ !Ǌǘƛǎǘǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ {ƻƴƎΦ 

 

!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ aǎΦ ¢ƘǳǊƳŀƴΩǎ CǊŜƴŎƘ ƻǇŜǊŀ ŘŜōǳǘ ŀǎ bŀƧŀŘŜ ƛƴ Ariadne auf Naxos with 
Opéra  de Lyon, her critically acclaimed German debut with Oper Bonn in the roles of Alyeya in WŀƴłőŜƪΩǎ From the 
House of the Dead, Vénus in Rameau's DardanusΣ ŀƴŘ aǊǎΦ bŀƛŘƻƻ ƛƴ tƘƛƭƛǇ DƭŀǎǎΩ Satyagraha, Martha in the world 
ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊŜ ƻŦ [ƻǳƛǎ YŀǊŎƘƛƴΩǎ Romulus with Americŀƴ hǇŜǊŀ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DǳƎƎŜƴƘŜƛƳ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ Works & Process 
series, and Musetta in La Bohème with Piedmont Opera. 

 

An accomplished recitalist and concert artist, Ms. Thurman has been a featured soloist with the Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra, the Utah Symphony and Opera, and the Omaha Symphony, and made her New York City recital debut at 
Trinity Church in the Noonday Concert Series. 

 

Ms. Thurman is an alumna of the Young American Artists Program at Glimmerglass Opera, where she performed the 
roles of Diana ƛƴ hŦŦŜƴōŀŎƘΩǎ Orpheus in the Underworld ŀƴŘ bƛƴŦŀ ƛƴ aƻƴǘŜǾŜǊŘƛΩǎ L’Orfeo, and the Aspen Opera 
¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ {ƛǎǘŜǊ {ǳȊŀƴƴŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊŜ ƻŦ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘ wŀƴŘǎΩ Belladonna. 
She was the Silver Medalist at the 2011 American Traditions Competition, was First Place & Audience Choice Award 
winner in the 2008 Classical Singer Competition and has received awards and honors from the Jensen Foundation, the 
National Opera Association, the Connecticut Opera Guild, the William C. Byrd Foundation, the Anna Sosenko Assist 
Trust, and the Schuyler Foundation for Career Bridges. 

 



 

 

KATRINA THURMAN 
SOPRANO 

 

ROLES     

Euridce (cover)  Orpheus (Telemann) New York City Opera 2012 

Maria  The Sound of Music Anchorage Opera 2012 

Gilda  Rigoletto Sacramento Opera 2012 

Hanna Glawari  The Merry Widow Shreveport Opera 2011 

Adina  Lôelisir dôamore Lyrique en Mer, France 2011 

Yum-Yum  The Mikado Syracuse Opera 2010 

Liz  The Golden Gate (Conrad Cummings)Workshop in New York City 2010 

Adina  Lôelisir dôamore Sacramento Opera 2009 

Belinda  Dido & Aeneas The Yard 2009 

Amy  Little Women Syracuse Opera 2009 

Barbarina  Le nozze di Figaro Florida Grand Opera 2009 

Ellen  Lakmé Florida Grand Opera 2009 

Clorinda (c)  La Cenerentola Florida Grand Opera 2009 

Musetta  La bohème Lyric Opera of Kansas City 2008 

Bianca/Lois Lane (c)  Kiss Me, Kate Glimmerglass Opera 2008 

Erste Dame  Die Zauberflöte Tulsa Opera 2008 

Rose  Lakmé Tulsa Opera 2008 

Ninfa  LôOrfeo Glimmerglass Opera 2007 

La Musica (c)  LôOrfeo Glimmerglass Opera 2007 

Diana  Orpheus in the Underworld Glimmerglass Opera 2007 

Cupid, Venus, Minerva (c)  Orpheus in the Underworld Glimmerglass Opera 2007  

Martha  Romulus American Opera Projects 2007 

Musetta  La bohème Piedmont Opera 2006 

Bianca  La rondine Utah Symphony & Opera        2006 

Najade  Ariadne auf Naxos Opéra national de Lyon, France 2005 

Alej  From the House of the Dead(Jan§ļek) Oper Bonn, Germany 2004 

Mrs. Naidoo  Satyagraha Oper Bonn, Germany 2004 

Vénus  Dardanus Oper Bonn, Germany 2004 

Lightfoot  Cold Sassy Tree  Opera Omaha Heartland Opera Theater 2003  

Suor Dolcina/Conversa  Suor Angelica  Des Moines Metro Opera 2001 

Suor Genovieffa Suor Angelica   Aspen Opera Theater Center 2000 

Sister Suzanna (principal) Belladonna  (Bernard Rands) Aspen Opera Theater Center 1999 
 

CONCERT WORK,  RECITALS , & RECORDINGS 

Soloist              Knoxville: Summer of 1915                 Danbury Symphony Orchestra                        2011 

Soloist ñOpera Grows in Brooklynò American Opera Projects 2010 

Soloist ñThe Opera Showò                           Kilworth House Theater, UK/Barcelona/Milan 2010 

Martha ñRomulusò by Louis Karchin Naxos Label 2009 

Recital ñWe Open in Parisò w/Steven Blier Glimmerglass Opera 2008 

Soloist Choral Collaborative Concert Omaha Symphony 2003 

Recitalist Noonday Concerts Series Trinity Church; New York, NY 2003 

Soloist Summer Serenade Utah Symphony & Opera 2003 

Soloist Messiah  St. Matthews Church; Bedford Hills, NY 2001 

Soprano Soloist Magnificat (Rutter) St. Johnôs Church; Cold Spring Harbor, NY 2000 

 

HONORS AND AWARDS 

American Traditions Competition     Silver Medal             2011 

Classical Singer Magazine AudComps, Professional Division    First Place & Audience Choice            2008 

Connecticut Opera Guild Competition     Awardee              2008 

Anna Sosenko Assist Trust      Grant Recipient             2007 

Schuyler Foundation for Career Bridges   Grant recipient 2007, 2008, 2009 

Fritz & Lavinia JensenFoundation Competition  3
rd

 Prize 2006 

William C. Byrd Competition   Awardee 2006 
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As Soprano soloist of  Barberôs Knoxville: Summer 1915 

 

Danbury Symphony Orchestra 

ñSoprano Katrina Thurman won everyone over in her nostalgic return to childhood in "Knoxville: Summer 1915," by Samuel 

Barber (1910-1981). Thurman had a dramatically endearing presence as her luxurious voice gave life to the lyric rhapsody based on 

a prose poem written by James Agee. As she sang of her losses with tenderness, her delivery was impeccableé.she gave a 

dreamlike quality to Barber's music.ò                                                  - Jan Stribula, Danbury News Times 
 

As Yum-Yum in Sullivan's The Mikado 

Syracuse Opera 

"Act I is heavy with exposition, setting up the intricate web of identities and plot lines, but the performers breathed life into each 

scene by making every line count and every song important. The ensemble work was stunning, with nice chemistry among Yum-

Yum, Pitti-Sing and Peep-Bo on ñThree Little Maids from School are We,ò . . . Act II gives Katrina Thurman opportunity to take 

the spotlight when her aria ñThe Sun Whose Rays Are All Ablazeò signals Yum-Yum's transformation from innocent school girl to 

vain young woman."                   -James O. Welsch, Syracuse Post-Standard 

 

As Adina in Donizettiôs LôElisir dô Amore  

 

Lyrique en Mer, France  

"Feast for the eyes and ears, slender soprano Katrina Thurman sings and dances the role of Adina with agility and humor."/"Régal 

pour les yeux et les oreilles, la longiligne soprano Katrina Thurman chante et danse le role d'Adina avec agilité et humour."  

          - Ouest France 

Sacramento Opera 

ñVania and Thurman give impressive vocal performances, living up to the task of filling the large Community Center Theater with 

their voices. . . The statuesque Thurman, who in this production looks more like a Hollywood starlet than a Napa Valley landowner, 

uses her strong and youthful soprano to great effect. The sense of comic spontaneity and sexual brio she brought to the role of Adina 

makes this production a must-see.ò                                                                                                - Edward Qrtiz, The Sacramento Bee 

 

As Musetta in Pucciniôs La Boh¯me 
 

Lyric Opera of Kansas City 

ñThurman and Belcher are great fun throughout this scene, each smoldering with jealousy and desire, and each determined not to 

reveal it.  Thurman plays well the part of the Parisian fashion plate, enjoying the attentive stares of the crowd and hoping to attract 

the one pair of eyes determined not to be seen watching her. . . equally earning the spotlight are Belcher and Thurman, as Marcello 

and Musetta, truly the ñBenedict and Beatriceò of this work.  They sparkle in their scenes together, truly capturing the passion of 

this tempestuous relationship.ò                                                                                             - Deborah Ground Buckner, A ónô E Vibe 

 

ñKatrina Thurman played the flirtatious and independent Musetta, the once and future lover of friend Marcello. . . her soprano voice 

is appealing and matches her character well. Thurman also proved to be a fine actress in one of the operaôs most comic moments. 

She kept lifting her skirt to show her leg while her embarrassed lover Alcindoro attempted to pull the skirt down.ò 

 - Timothy McDonald, Kansas City Star 
 

Piedmont Opera 

ñKatrina Thurman as Musetta was perfect in both voice and in her depiction of 19th-Century sluttiness, all the more appropriate for 

her later transformation to an empathetic, caring person during Mimiôs death scene.ò 

- Jeffrey Rossman, Classical Voice of North Carolina, 

 

"The singing is first-rate. . . Bojan Knezevic as Marcello and Katrina Thurman as Musetta make another fine pair of singing lovers. . 

. Thurman also succeeds in tickling the collective funny bone in the way she complains about that "pain" in her foot." 

- Ken Keuffel, Winston-Salem Journal 
 

As Alyeya in Jan§ļekôs From the House of the Dead 

 

Oper Bonn, Germany 

ñThe hopes of the young Tartar Alyeya were transported by the round voice of Katrina Thurman.ò 

- Karl-Franz Schulter, Das Operngla 

As Musetta in Lyric Opera of Kansas Cityõs La bohème 

http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Katrina+Thurman%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Samuel+Barber%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Samuel+Barber%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22James+Agee%22
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 ñKatrina Thurman as a young Alyeya was a highlight in this somber opera without women and heroes.ò 

- Annette Schroeder, Cologne Rundscha 

 

ñéKatrina Thurman as Alyeya shares moments of most tender intimacy.ò 

- Ulrich Bumann, Bonn General-Anzeiger 

 

ñéthat even smaller roles can become substantial is proven admirably by Katrina Thurmanéò 

- Gerhard Bauer, Cologne Stadt-Anzeiger 

 

As V®nus in Rameauôs Dardanus 

 

Oper Bonn, Germany 

ñKatrina Thurman sang the divine interludes of the goddess Venus with a light, vocal elegance.ò 

- Joachim Lange, Frankfurter Rundschau 

 

ñVenus frees him from the prison moving gracefully through the scene in her Baroque costume. Katrina Thurman appears with her 

silvery, floating soprano.ò 

- Bernhard Hartmann, Bonn General-Anzeiger 

 

ñOne should note Katrina Thurmanôs vocally brilliant European debut.ò 

- E.E.-K., Theater Rundschau 

 

As Barbarina in Mozartôs Le Nozze di Figaro 

 

Florida Grand Opera 

ñKatrina Thurman was an appropriately coy Barbarinaò 

- Robert Carerras, Opera News 

 

ñOf the supporting cast, we have to highlight the Barbarina of Katrina Thurman, accurate and convincing in her brief role.ò 

- Daniel Fernandez, El Nuevo Herald 

 

As Liz in Conrad Cumming's The Golden Gate 

 

American Opera Projects 

ñThe singers ð Katrina Thurman, a soprano . . . offered rich, engaged performances. Constantly shifting between firsthand 

declamation and third-person observation, they achieved a gabby intensity more often encountered in Stephen Sondheimôs musicals 

than in the opera house.ò 

- Steve Smith, The New York Times 

 

As Martha in Louis Karchinôs Romulus  

 

American Opera Projects 

"Katrina Thurman, a soprano, was perky as Martha . . . All of these performers sang excellently, their clear diction a particular boon 

. . . " 

- Steve Smith, The New York Times 

 

As Mrs. Naidoo in Philip Glassô Satyagraha 

 

Oper Bonn, Germany 

ñ é Katrina Thurman made a great impressionò 

- Bernhard Hartmann, Bonn General-Anzeiger 

 


